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Dr. Jennings, Dr. Brand, honored guests, colleagues, f r i e n d s , r e l a t i v e s , 
and g r a d u a t e s . Thank you f o r h o n o r i n g me w i t h your a t t e n t i o n t o d a y and f o r 
a l l o w i n g me t o r e p r e s e n t the f a c u l t y a t The Ohio S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . Most o f 
you must know t h a t our p r e s i d e n t , Dr. Edward H. J e n n i n g s , i s a man of many 
d i s t i n c t i o n s ; but perhaps you were not aware t h a t once a y e a r , a t the end of 
the summer, he proves h i m s e l f to be a master of the c o n t r a d i c t i o n - i n - t e r m s : 
he i n v i t e s a f a c u l t y member to speak f o r only f i f t e e n minutes. 
Programmed to the f o r t y - e i g h t - m i n u t e presentation as I am, I have been 
f o r c e d by Dr. Jennings' i n v i t a t i o n to th i n k very hard about what i s uppermost 
i n my mind as I w i t n e s s your g r a d u a t i o n , w h i c h i s i t s e l f e v i d e n c e of our 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n perhaps the boldest e d u c a t i o n a l venture i n human h i s t o r y — t h e 
attempt to o f f e r higher education to such l a r g e numbers (58% of the age group 
t h i s coming y e a r ) ; t o t r y t o a c h i e v e l a r g e - s c a l e i n d i v i d u a l and c o l l e c t i v e 
d i s t i n c t i o n i n order to f u r t h e r our p u r s u i t of a j u s t and e g a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y , 
A commencement a t one of the l a r g e s t p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s i n North America 
i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y p owerful reminder of those goals and an i n v i t a t i o n t o rede-
d i c a t e o u r s e l v e s to usin g our education to f o s t e r p u b l i c wisdom, the good of 
the w h o l e , and, i n d e e d , a l l of the h i g h e s t i d e a l s o f our s o c i e t y . As the 
daughter of World War I immigrants from Eastern Europe to Galveston, Texas, I 
f i n d a s p e c i a l p e r s o n a l meaning i n b e i n g i n v i t e d to share my v i s i o n of our 
common f u t u r e . 
I n t h e s u r p r i s e o f b e i n g asked t o speak on t h i s o c c a s i o n , b e f o r e I 
r e a l i z e d t h a t I wouldn't be speaking i n the stadium, I s u f f e r e d a few moments 
of a n x i e t y . Of a l l t h e p l a c e s I'd spoken, I cou l d n ' t r e c a l l s p e a k i n g i n a 
s t a d i u m , u n t i l I rememberd t h a t as a member of my h i g h s c h o o l ' s speech and 
debate c l u b I used t o announce f o o t b a l l h a l f - t i m e s . Even though I didn't end 
up speaking i n a stadium, the i n s t i t u t i o n of h a l f - t i m e s t i l l s t r i k e s me as an 
a p p r o p r i a t e symbol f c r our s i t u a t i o n today. I t i s a s p e c i a l kind of h i a t u s — 
one of t h o s e r a r e o c c a s i o n s t h a t f o r c e s us t o t h i n k about t he p a s t and the 
f u t u r e s i m u l t a n e o u s l y and to r e f l e c t upon the connection between the two. I t 
reminds us th a t even though we th i n k we know where everyone stands, we cannot 
p r e d i c t the outcome, t h a t new o p p o r t u n i t i e s as w e l l as new setbacks are j u s t 
around the corner, t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l ' s f a t e i s i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d w i t h the 
group's, and t h a t we could always play a b e t t e r game. 
So l e t me ask you to spend a few minutes i n t h i s academic time-out that 
our u n i v e r s i t i e s make f o r u s — t h i n k i n g about the connection between past and 
f u t u r e , between your education to date and the challenges that w i l l t e s t i t , 
about the p u b l i c o b l i g a t i o n s that education, p a r t i c u l a r l y a t a p u b l i c i n s t i t u -
t i o n , p l a c e s on us. 
T h i s i s a l s o an occasion that should make us th i n k about what i t means to 
be educated. My own d e f i n i t i o n has always s t r a s s e d the combination of h u m i l i -
t y and c u r i o s i t y t h a t I th i n k a good education can i n s t i l l : Being educated i s 
knowing what i t would take to be educated. A f r i e n d on the f a c u l t y goes even 
f u r t h e r : Being educated i s knowing that you're not educated. I once heard a 
t o p a d m i n i s t r a t o r f rom S t a n f o r d say, " E d u c a t i o n i s what's l e f t a f t e r what's 
learned has been forgotten." Now I would never stand before you as a r e p r e -
s e n t a t i v e of the f a c u l t y and encourage you t o f o r g e t what you've l e a r n e d i n 
order to be educated; but I would remind you t h a t education i s more than the 
a c q u i s i t i o n and mastery of i n f o r m a t i o n and s k i l l s . I t i n v o l v e s a commitment 
to keep developing your mind and c u l t i v a t i n g your t a l e n t s as long and as f a r 
as p o s s i b l e . A l l t h r e e o f t h e s e d e f i n i t i o n s s h a r e a p r o f o u n d paradox t h a t 
c o n s t i t u t e s my theme t o d a y — t h a t some o f the g o a l s most w o r t h p u r s u i n g can 
never be f u l f i l l e d . 
Now our s o c i e t y i s very good at h e l p i n g us to l e a r n about questions t h a t 
have a l r e a d y been answered o r t o i d e n t i f y t h o s e not yet a n s w e r e d ; but the 
t r a d i t i o n of a l i b e r a l c o l l e g e education to which I subscribe c a l l s us a l s o to 
a concern f o r the questions that cannot be answered but must be addressed by 
each successive generation w i t h a l l the resources a v a i l a b l e to them. 
A famous p h i l o s o p h e r has c o u n s e l e d , "Your c h i l d r e n a r e born f o r a t i m e 
d i f f e r e n t from yours. Therefore do not f o r c e them to adopt e x a c t l y the same 
c u l t u r e i n which you y o u r s e l f were brought up." That advice seems so c u r r e n t , 
but i t was w r i t t e n more than 1,000 years ago, by the Arab p h i l o s o p h e r Hunayn, 
quoting P l a t o , a t h i n k e r whose impact on world h i s t o r y extends f a r beyond the 
L a t i n West and i t s h e i r s . I b e l i e v e that your generation has been born f o r a 
d i f f e r e n t time, and I b e l i e v e that you w i l l need to draw on your education f o r 
the resources t o meet three challenges: 
1. You w i l l f a c e new and s e r i o u s t h r e a t s t o p l u r a l i s m w i t h i n our own 
c o u n t r y , a t a t i m e when t o l e r a n c e f o r d i v e r s i t y w i l l become more i m p o r t a n t 
than ever. 
2. You w i l l be r e q u i r e d to develop a new understanding of the s i g n i f i -
cance of our n a t i o n w i t h i n i t s w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l context and to help our coun-
t r y g a i n a new sense o f i t s p l a c e i n an i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z e d and 
interdependent world. 
3. You w i l l need to begin to c l o s e the enormous gap between our t e c h n o l -
o g i c a l competence and our m o r a l , s p i r i t u a l , e m o t i o n a l , and p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
c a p a c i t i e s , and to seek a broader understanding of the human c o n d i t i o n and a 
sense of o u r s e l v e s as nembers of the human community. 
L e t me t u r n t o the q u e s t i o n of p l u r a l i s m , by w h i c h I mean an i d e o l o g y 
that c e l e b r a t e s and v a l o r i z e s the e x i s t e n c e of p l u r a l i t y , of d i v e r s i t y . Ours 
i s a country where i n theory d i f f e r e n t kinds of people, i n terms of r e l i g i o n , 
sex, r a c e , c r e e d , and n a t i o n a l o r i g i n , a r e i n v i t e d to form a j u s t s o c i e t y 
organized around a c e r t a i n set of s o c i a l , e t h i c a l , and p o l i t i c a l i d e a l s . We 
a l l know, when we do not a l l o w o u r s e l v e s to be c o m p l a c e n t , where we have 
f a l l e n s h o r t . I t ' s so easy t o f o r g e t t h a t we a r e a l l i m m i g r a n t s h e r e , even 
the I n d i a n s i f a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s are c o r r e c t , and to laugh w i t h C h a r l e s Emerson 
Winchester on M.A.S.H. when he says, "Oh immigrants, my f a m i l y has been having 
t r o u b l e w i t h them ever s i n c e we came to t h i s country." I t ' s so easy to be i n 
the business of c e r t i f y i n g p r i v i l e g e a l r e a d y enjoyed. I t ' s so easy to f o r g e t 
t h a t r a c i a l and e t h n i c m i n o r i t i e s a r e s h a m e f u l l y u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d i n many 
r o l e s and n e i g h b o r h o o d s and s t a t u s e s , t h a t women have not come so f a r as we 
would l i k e to b e l i e v e , and t h a t r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e p e r s i s t s and i n some 
areas grows. 
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The g r e a t e s t c h a l l e n g e s a r e y e t t o come, as more and more p e o p l e f r o m 
c u l t u r e s h i t h e r t o not much p r e s e n t i n the U.S. a r r i v e , not s h a r i n g what we 
l i k e t o c a l l , some would say m i s l e a d i n g l y , the " J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n " h e r i t a g e . 
W i l l your g e n e r a t i o n , I wonder, f i n d i t e a s i e r than we t o c a l l I s l a m and 
Buddhism, among others, "American" r e l i g i o n s ? A f t e r a l l , i f c u r r e n t e s t i m a t e s 
are c o r r e c t , there are more Muslims i n the United States than E p i s c o p a l i a n s . 
W i l l you be a b l e to f o r g e a sh a r e d p u b l i c e t h i c out of a cacophony of v o i c e s 
f a r more c o n f u s i n g t han t h e one we've had t o d e a l w i t h ? W i l l you be a b l e t o 
preserve the c i v i l l i b e r t i e s of a l l Americans as our v a r i e d involvements i n 
events abroad t h r e a t e n t o d i v i d e us? 
With regard to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l dimension, your generation w i l l a l s o be 
c h a l l e n g e d t o e n v i s i o n our c o u n t r y as more d e e p l y i n t e r w o v e n i n the e n t i r e 
f a b r i c o f human h i s t o r y , e s p e c i a l l y now t h a t every c u l t u r e i n the w o r l d i s 
f e e d i n g i n t o o u r s . You w i l l have a chance t o f u l f i l l b e t t e r t han we d i d one 
of the t r a d i t i o n a l goals of the l i b e r a l c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n — a f u l l understand-
i n g of the human c o n d i t i o n . F i f t y years ago Arnold Toynbee, whom some would 
c a l l the g r e a t e s t world h i s t o r i a n of the twe n t i e t h century, set an agenda we 
would do w e l l to adopt today: 
I n o r d e r t o save humankind we have to l e a r n t o l i v e t o g e t h e r i n 
concord i n s p i t e of t r a d i t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s of r e l i g i o n , c i v i l i z a t i o n , 
n a t i o n a l i t y , c l a s s , and r a c e . I n o r d e r to l i v e t o g e t h e r i n c o n c o r d 
s u c c e s s f u l l y , we have to know each other, and knowing each other i n c l u d e s 
k n o w i n g each o t h e r ' s p a s t . . . . A l l of human h i s t o r y i s r e l e v a n t t o 
present and f u t u r e human needs. The knowledge of the h i s t o r y of human-
k i n d should be one of humankind's conunon possessions. 
We s h a l l , however, have t o do a o r e than j u s t u n d e r s t a n d each 
other's c u - ^ u r a l h e r i t a g e s , and more even than appreciate them. We s h a l l 
have t o v a i n * them and l o v e them as bein g p a r t s of humankind's common 
tre a s u r e ^nr t h e r e f o r e being ours too, as t r u l y as the heirlooms t h a t we 
o u r s e l v e s s h a l l be c o n t r i b u t i n g to the common stock. 
. . . i t i s a l r e a d y p o s s i b l e t o lo o k f o r w a r d t o a t i m e when Western 
d i s t o r t i o n s o f t h e t r u e p i c t u r e , and a l l o t h e r d i s t o r t i o n s . . . w i l l be 
r e p l a c e d by j new v i s i o n o f the past seen from t he s t a n d p o i n t , not o f 
t h i s or t h a t n a t i o n a l i t y , c i v i l i z a t i o n , or r e l i g i o n , but of a u n i t e d 
human r a c e . I f humankind does respond to the c h a l l e n g e of i t s p r e s e n t 
s e l f - - mpcsed o r J e a l by saving i t s e l f from s e l f - i n f l i c t e d genocide, t h i s 
w i l l have t^en the reward of a common e f f o r t to transcend a l l the t r a d i -
t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s and t o l i v e as one f a m i l y f o r the f i r s t t i m e s i n c e 
humankind made i t s f i r s t appearance on t h i s planet. 
A13 t h i s " i l l mean our c u l t i v a t i n g an a b i l i t y to empathize w i t h r a d i c a l l y 
d i f f e r - n t p o i n t s o f view. When R i c h a r d N ixon went t o China i n 1972, my 
f a v o r : t e t e l e v i s i o n j o u r n a l i s t Charles K u r a l t narrated a documentary i n which 
he E x p l o r e d A m e r i c a n m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s of t h a t c o u n t r y . He s a i d t h a t when 
o l d e r Chinese were asked what they thought of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n , they s a i d 
they thought i t would be a good idea. 
P a r ; of the success of the United States has i n ray opinion stemmed from 
r • a b i l i t y o f i t s e a r l i e s t European s e t t l e r s t o c o n c e i v e of b e i n g i n a new 
w o r l d , t o t u r n west and c u t t h e m s e l v e s o f f from t r a d i t i o n , a n t i q u i t y , the 
past. Jut such a h i s t o r i c a l t h i n k i n g i s a luxury now, and a s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e 
one a t t h a t . I o f t e n t e l l my h i s t o r y s t u d e n t s t h a t n o t h i n g f a i l s l i k e s u c -
cess. How e a s i l y strengths become weaknesses! How many a n a t i o n or empire 
di d so w e l l i t couldn't see the world changing u n t i l i t was too l a t e ! 
There i s a great irony buried i n a l l t h i s . The United S t a t e s has amassed 
perhaps the g r e a t e s t resources i n human h i s t o r y f o r understanding the v a r i o u s 
c u l t u r e s i n the world and t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n s , past and present, yet the l e v e l 
of p u b l i c knowledge about the wider world remains w o e f u l l y inadequate. The 
t e a c h e r s of the next g e n e r a t i o n w i l l have to b e g i n the d i f f i c u l t t a s k of 
t r a n s l a t i n g u n i v e r s i t y wisdom i n t o p u b l i c wisdom. A f t e r a l l , one of the great 
s o c i a l assets of the u n i v e r s i t y i s i t s p r i n c i p l e of f r e e and open i n q u i r y , i t s 
a b i l i t y to f o s t e r c r i t i c a l s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s and the study of a l l s u b j e c t s , 
r e g a r d l e s s of what appears at the time to be t h e i r p r a c t i c a l value. I f I and 
other s c h o l a r s of Islam and I r a n had not continued to study our s u b j e c t s when 
we were t o l d , t w e n t y y e a r s ago, t h a t they were p a s s e , our c o u n t r y would be 
even l e s s able to cope w i t h the present s i t u a t i o n than i t i s . I t i s i n t e l l e c -
t u a l l y i r r e s p o n s i b l e to study something only because i t i s t o p i c a l ; but i t i s 
m o r a l l y i r r e s p o n s i b l e not to draw out the p u b l i c s i g n i f i c a n c e of a t o p i c a f t e r 
i t has been s t u d i e d f o r i t s own inherent worth. 
F i n a l l y , your generation w i l l have to s t r u g g l e to surround our immense 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l achievements w i t h the human wisdom that can make them worthwhile 
and c o n s t r u c t i v e . This w i l l mean b r i n g i n g our d r i v e f o r i n d i v i d u a l personal 
g r a t i f i c a t i o n under c o n t r o l , f i n d i n g new ways to r e f l e c t on and r e s o l v e the 
age-old, inherent human t e n s i o n between s a t i s f y i n g personal d e s i r e s and s e r v -
i n g , o f t e n at our own expense, the many c o m m u n i t i e s to w h i c h each o f us 
b e l o n g s . I t w i l l mean d i s c o v e r i n g e a r l i e r than I d i d the s a t i s f a c t i o n o f 
c o n t r i b u t i n g t o p r o j e c t s we know we won't see t h r o u g h to t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n , 
r e a l i z i n g t h a t the o n l y t h i n g s you can t a k e w i t h yon a r e the ones you l e a v e 
b e h i n d . I t w i l l mean l e a r n i n g t o pursue i n t a n g i b l e r e w a r d s i n a s o c i e t y i n 
which m a t e r i a l success i s much more a c c e s s i b l e and valued. 
In t h i s regard, one major demographic change should be kept i n mind. In 
terms of the h i s t o r y of the planet, human h i s t o r y i s a b l i p on the screen, yet 
i t i s humans who have made themselves capable of d e s t r o y i n g a m a t e r i a l world 
i n w h i c h they have been p r e s e n t such a s h o r t t i m e . U n t i l your g e n e r a t i o n , 
when we reminded our s e l v e s always to remember that the absent are present, we 
t h o u g h t we c o u l d say t h a t the l i v i n g were i n the m i n o r i t y . However, i t now 
appears that your generation may be the f i r s t f o r whom a study of h i s t o r y w i l l 
become a study of the m i n o r i t y . There may be more people a l i v e now than have 
ever l i v e d and died. Thus the already unreasonable degree to which humans can 
a f f e c t a planet so much o l d e r than they w i l l be g r e a t l y accentuated. 
As you can by now see, I b e l i e v e that we have set admirable goals f o r our 
e d u c a t i o n a l s y s tem and f o r our s o c i e t y a t l a r g e . Mo, we have not r e a c h e d 
them, but t h a t i n my v i e w s h o u l d be cause f o r hope and not d e s p a i r , s i n c e I 
b e l i e v e i n the value of pursuing goals that we know cannot ever be f u l f i l l e d . 
On b e h a l f of a l l my c o l l e a g u e s a t Ohio S t a t e , e s p e c i a l l y i n the H i s t o r y 
d e p a r t m e n t and i n C e n t e r f o r C o m p a r a t i v e S t u d i e s i n the H u m a n i t i e s and the 
C o l l e g e of Humanities i t s e l f ; on behalf of a l l of my teachers ( e s p e c i a l l y ray 
h i g h s c h o o l speech coach); and on b e h a l f of my own f a m i l y , w h i c h i n c l u d e s a 
s t u d e n t a t Ohio S t a t e , I thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n and w i s h you w e l l , and 
ask t h a t yon remember my theme—the importance of unreachable g o a l s — a t a time 
i n y our l i v e s when i t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y easy to f o r g e t . A famous poet s a i d i t 
much b e t t e r than I, i f you w i l l a l l o w me to paraphrase h i s wisdom i n a manner 
more b e f i t t i n g our newer c o n s c i o u s n e s s : "One's r e a c h s h o u l d a l w a y s exceed 
one's grasp, e l s e what i s heaven for.'' Thank you very much. 
